
Remote education provision at Abbotsbury: 
information for parents  

This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and parents or 

carers about what to expect from remote education where national or local restrictions 

require entire cohorts (or bubbles) to remain at home.  

For details of what to expect where individual pupils are self-isolating, please see the 

final section of this page. 

The remote curriculum: what is taught to pupils at home 

A pupil’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our 

standard approach, while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of 

remote teaching. 

What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the 
first day or two of pupils being sent home? 

 

If we are given sufficient notice of local or national restrictions, we will provide children with 

some work that can be completed initially at home. E.g. Books / paper based tasks that can 

be sent home with the children. Every child also has immediate access to reading and 

comprehension materials, via Bug Club, the web-based reading programme used at school, 

which provides reading materials that are matched to individual pupils’ reading levels.  

Children in Y1-6 also have access to TT Rockstars, which helps children with basic number 

skills, particularly focusing upon times tables. Each child has a log in for Google Classrooms, 

which is the platform used to provide most of our remote learning. In the first day or two, the 

work on this platform may be of a more general nature as the teachers will need time to plan 

and prepare more targeted learning experiences that are suitable for this style of learning. A 

variety of home learning tasks for each year group can also be found on our website in the 

Take Away Homework. 
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Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be 

taught broadly the same curriculum as they would if they were in 

school? 

 Remote teaching and study time each day 

How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each 
day? 

We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will 

take pupils broadly the following number of hours each day: 

Key Stage 1 Approximately 3 hours (Teachers will 

suggest other links, resources and activities 

that can be used to supplement this if 

appropriate.) 

Key Stage 2 Approximately 4 hours (Teachers will 

suggest other links, resources and activities 

that can be used to supplement this if 

appropriate.) 

Key Stage 3 and 4 N/A 

 

We teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school, wherever possible and 

appropriate, and the curriculum content is taken from each year group’s National 

Curriculum and Abbotsbury’s Topic Map. However, we do need to make some adaptations 

in some subjects. For example, some of the more practical activities in Science, DT, Art 

and PE are difficult to re-create remotely and some aspects of other curriculum areas are 

better suited to exploration within school, e.g. drama, practical maths work and any work 

that uses specific equipment. In these cases, the order of the teaching of some curriculum 

content may be changed so that these specific areas can be taught when usual schooling 

is resumed.  
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Accessing remote education 

How will my child access any online remote education you are 
providing? 

 

If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you 
support them to access remote education? 

We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We take 

the following approaches to support those pupils to access remote education: 

 

The majority of our remote learning will be accessed via Google Classrooms, where teachers 

are able to set work for the children in their classes and respond to the work completed by the 

children. Children from different age groups also have access to a number of on-line 

resources (e.g.TT Rock Stars, Bug Club, Spelling Shed, Maths Whizz) and are used to using 

these both in school and for homework.  

Early in the Autumn Term, we attached a questionnaire about access to remote learning, 

including internet access and devices available at home, to our Responsible Users 

Agreements. We used the responses to this to prioritise families in need of support in this 

area (for example, those without a device or only able to access using a phone) and 

purchased Chrome books, using Pupil Premium funding. These devices have been loaned to 

children for use at home to access remote learning. We also accessed some devices from a 

local charity and have passed these on in response to identified need. With the help of our 

local MP, we were also able to provide internet access to a number of families without any 

access.  

We are currently awaiting our allocation of extra devices provided by the DfE and will 

distribute these as soon as they arrive. Initially, we will prioritise families entitled to Pupil 

Premium Funding and those children who are sharing a device with more than one sibling. 

The government suggest that we also target the older children in KS2 first.  

Several parents have already let us know that they need further support in this area and we 

will be in contact when extra devices are available. If you need this support, please call the 

school and your name will be added to our list.  

The work that is set remotely will not need to be printed at home. Most work can be 

completed and turned in using Google Classrooms. Sometimes devices can be used to 

photograph and upload a piece of work, for example a picture, so that this can be shared with 

the teacher. 
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How will my child be taught remotely? 

We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely: 

Engagement and feedback 

What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support 
that we as parents and carers should provide at home? 

 

We expect all children to engage in remote learning daily, unless unwell. We do not have 

specific timings for individual lessons or for the submission of individual pieces of work 

throughout the teaching day, as we realise that it is not always possible for all children to 

have access at the same time. However, we ask that you support your children in establishing 

a routine of completing and submitting their work every day. It is very important for the 

children’s learning and their mental health that they continue to have a basic routine. 

At first, younger children may need some support to login to Google Classrooms with the 

passwords that have been supplied and may need to be guided through the work provided. 

Older children may be more independent and that is to be encouraged. However, it would be 

helpful if parents could check to see that their children are engaging with the work set. Please 

contact school if there are any problems. 

Lessons are prepared by individual teachers for their own year groups. The materials 

necessary for these lessons will be accessed through Google Classrooms, for which all 

children have a login. An illustrated, step by step guide for Google Classrooms is available on 

our school website and support can be provided by phone, if families are having difficulty.  

The lessons could include videos, slides, illustrations and written material to explain the 

concepts and content being taught and the children will be set tasks to complete and submit. 

The content will depend upon the age and ability of the children with the younger children 

being given more videos prepared by the teachers, for example phonics teaching and stories, 

and the older children accessing written or spoken explanations more independently when 

tackling tasks set.  

Links will also be provided to other online resources and lessons (e.g. from Oak Academy,  

BBC Bitesize or CBBC live lessons) if they link closely with the work that has been planned in 

school for the year group. Opportunities will be taken to use some activities that take children 

away from the device to give children a break from a screen and also to allow for 

opportunities for those sharing devices.  

Some individual research or project work may be set but only if this would usually form part of 

the usual teaching approach to the topic in school.   
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How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and 
how will I be informed if there are concerns? 

 

How will you assess my child’s work and progress? 

Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments 

for individual children. For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked 

automatically via digital platforms are also valid and effective methods, amongst many 

others. Our approach to feeding back on pupil work is as follows: 

 

Additional support for pupils with particular needs 

How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional 
support from adults at home to access remote education? 

We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs 

and disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support 

from adults at home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we 

will work with parents and carers to support those pupils in the following ways: 

 

Teachers will check the work that has been submitted by each child daily and will respond as 
appropriate. If they have any concerns about your child’s engagement or response to the 
work set, parents will be called and the matter discussed. Your child’s response to remote 
learning can be discussed during the regular calls made by the teachers to the homes of all 
the children in their class. If you have any concerns between these calls, please inform the 
school and we will try to ensure an additional call/communication is made.  

Teachers will respond to different pieces of work in different ways. Sometimes, personal 
messages will be sent to individual children or a general comment may be made on the class 
stream for all of the class. Sometimes corrections will be highlighted or examples will be 
demonstrated if a child is having difficulty. Work may be returned to a child for them to add, 
change or improve it in some way. In these cases, the children will receive specific 
instructions about what to do. It is important that the children re-look at work that is returned 
in order to find out how to improve and make progress. If a number of children have difficulty 
with a task, it may be that the teacher plans a new task for a subsequent day to help the 
children with the concept instead of replying to individuals.  

Children with SEND may be set different work from the rest of the class in order to meet their 
learning needs and will also be signposted to extra support and resources. During regular 
phone calls home, teachers can support parents of children with SEND and discuss ways in 
which we can support the children with their access to learning. The SENCo is available to 
give further advice and support. If this is the case, please call the school to arrange to speak 
with her. 
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Remote education for self-isolating pupils 

Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in 

school, how remote education is provided will likely differ from the approach for whole 

groups. This is due to the challenges of teaching pupils both at home and in school. 

If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will 
their remote education differ from the approaches described above?  

 

If individual children are self-isolating whilst the rest of the children are in school, they will be 

provided with work via Google Classrooms. Wherever possible, this will cover the same 

curriculum content as the children in school. However, it may be that some tasks for some 

subject areas may need to be altered to make them appropriate for remote learning and the 

timings of lessons provided may be different to allow teachers time to alter and send the 

work.  


